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Fromltaly

Afraid this newsletter will be a bit longe¢han usual.. so much to share!!

After leaving Menaca we did a 200 mile, twoight crossing to Sardinia where we found a lovely bay called
Porto Liscia, on the NE corn&ardinia was the island that Nelson urged the British to kaepforget

Gibraltar and MaltaHereis a seres of smalluninhabited islangwith barelyaspgc 2 F 3INBSYy 2y
they are just 120 miles from Rono they are super popular. Again we felt totally safe anchored.ivegbe
becausehe dreaded Caribbeanoat boysare not tolerated sonone of the locals come and cast covetous

eyes at the contents of your yachhile trying to sell you amebananasAND THERE ARE NO MUSIC BOATS

Mind you, the Mistral comes howling across the bay at over 30 mph (45 kph) and the holding for the anchor is
not of the best. We dragged at leasdQ metres before our CQR anchor took hhenyou are anchoring
everyone sibn theirboatsadwatché 2 dz X A0Qa + o0Ad0 fA1S KIFI@Ay3a G2 2
something. The great part,isaving anchoregyou now get to watch the next yachtistruggling to get his

anchor to bite We spent five days in this bay fixing bilge pumps,isgrout credit card expenses adding

bank reconciliationsThe Triniti  E Y I y A &y QbeMyydi SIS ali SGRNDeh&sHl @ans hisk ¢
VAT returns.

Throughout our travels to date we have seen the Mediterrar@bve affair with the sea. Rich and poor enjoy

it. Every port in Spaiand now in Italy hadozens of wind surfers, even more kite surfers and little gaggles of
Optimist dinghies, rowinglubs, even the odd dragon boaall racing up and down in water that for us
Caribbean types is positively freezihgy R R2y Qi GKAYy|1 GKA&a A&a 2yfeée TFT2N
well over 40 and looking very fit and tannd®lutsus Trinis to shame.

While we were anchored in Porto Liscia we came to re#tigeyachts in this part of the world travel in
GFt201a4¢®d hy az2yRlIed (GKS olé& ¢gla ¥
Straate aLlRd GKSY 0SOl danSstrapsdk R2 Y
along the safety lines, bewildering array of wind generators, solar

panels, fold up bikes and laundry displaylike long term cruisers do

On Tuesday the threstoried luxury motor boats arrivedll at least 20
feet (60 m) long with securitgersonnel in several US $10,000 motor
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launches prowling around them to keep off any unwanted visitors. The moment they dropped anchor their
adFFF NIOSR (G2 flFdzyOK 2Si alAaszx asaraFtheluyuR vaselRdtheS
[ boats owners and guests could have fun,
all under thewatchful eye of the security
personnel. Our guess is each luxury boat
had at least terstaff and assuming they
were eachpaid US $5,000 a month the

cost permonth by the time you added in

air tickets, meals, uniforms&surance etc.
would be close to U$100,000 (TT
$700,000per MONTH!!They hae
everything.Even the swim platform can be
loweredinto the sea for the babies to play
on orto make it easier tgark your jé ski.

And many of them werebviously brand newsporting the latest
styles and dsigns. Our guess each one ¢t at leastUS $25
million.

Then on Wednesday the Sup@ailingYachts arrived. Nothing
shoNIISNJ 6Ky mMnnQ o6ooYU0 &2YS
spreaderstheir masts were so tall. These are the racing
machines of the marine world. Exposed helms, minimal coach
roof, stripped for acting. In amongst them was a racing
catamaran that was so wideassagemaker could have fitted
sideways between her two hulls.

FTALQ

LG RARY QUG Y G0 S Niepwele alcutiofsS@sed:
our Trini flagWethinkA 1 Qa GKS 2yfé& 2yS
Mediterranean whichby the way s twice as big as the
CaribbeanWe even had onguy swim up to ask why we had fo
YIaGa Xo ¢ 2the ld ddloppeds®ppéradms ye use for stabilisation in rough seas. They
work like magic. No spilt rum and cokes

Enough about boats for the moment.

Il ' @S @2dz SOSNI 6SSy (2 GKS + smalkes)toyhky cévariRg justhalf a sqyiadted
kilometre?6 ¢ KI § A4 GKS AAT S 2F 2dNJ vdz§SyQa t Ny {F OFyy
well:

“It was a bit surreal to be honest! So much to take in, all on one day. We first went to the Vatican and only
visited St Peter's Basilica - free entry, but we opted for a small guided tour, which was worth every penny. It is
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doesn tit? | also took the steps right to the top of the dome, and
enjoyed a breath-taking view of Roma.”

The cathedral is VAST éck out the size of the peopl¥ou can

y | the picture on the

» those lettersdPETRAM are
eachover 2 meres high.When you get up
there and look down the visitors look like ants.

The Vaticans crovded with amazing works of
art. Michelangelocarved this amazinlife size
statue of Jesus and Macglled thePietaout of
a solid block of marble wherehwas only 23A

impossible to take in the scope and the SCALE of the statues, the
mosaics, just about everything in the cathedral. My favourite part
(aside from marvelling at Michelangelo's Pieta), was chuckling at
the subtle way the Vatican boasts about the size of its cathedral,
with markings on the floor demarcating where the end points of

. other large cathedrals
would fit into St
Peter's! It always has
to be about size,

take a liftto the

central dome. Look

* hardto see people
- behind the railingsn

left. To get a sensaf scale

photo cannot begiro do it justice

Every singlépaintingg is actually anosaic
made up of thousands and thousands of
tiny glazed tilesmost smaller than 1mm sq.
~ There is a whole school of mosaic tramiz
\ the Vatican and every tile has a number a
%\ aspecial colour.

Did you know you can get married in the
 Vatican? Or have your baby cheised at
this elaborate font?

could be soldtomorrow for hundreds of millions of dollars and if the Catholic church really wanted to help the
poor they would do soThen they couldbuy more artnow and in400 years it ta could be sold for millions.
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OK mant overX now Louise continues¥or the
second half of the day we took the Metro (very
efficient public transport by the way, and cheap
if you purchase a day pass for 7 euro - two
people can share it) and jumped off at the L
Colosseum stop. Holy moley. It quite literally
stopped me in my tracks! As you leave the
murky metro, the Colosseum and Constantine's
arch fill your entire view upon exiting the
underground. Breath-taking. We had a walk up
to the Palatine Hill, which really deserves a day
of its own to explore. Sadly, we were a bit

disgusted with the quality of facilities and

assistance‘up there. So we headed back to the Colosseum and |
used a very efficient audio guide and map, while Peter did some
shopping in the curio store!

All in all - such a highlight. Even if it was just a teeny little taste of Rome, this will be sooooo hard to beat.”

By the wayLouise reallygok y (i 2 (1 K S lafiet ptadtising“Pifza) Pjzza"2andXSpaghetti Bolognaise”
shecracked ne up one day witliner “You wanta da rum nowa Capitano?” and “We hava de leada bootsa in
stocka ... so dona give me any troublea ... capish?”

Sadlywe had to leavehe famous Tiber River asme night at a marina waaroundUS $100 or TT $7@0night
From herewe headed south over th&yrhennan Searememberthis fromhistory?)to the Bay of Naples.

Of course hardened sea faring types like Louise and | need a proper breakfast to start the day. Check out thi:
mixed grill Louise whipped up one mornitigsmet so good we even had a little
SNIft do an emergency Iandlng in my rather unruly hair as clearly the delectabl
smell had totally disorientated him.

Our first stopwas thetiny island of Palmarola, some
70 NE of Naples$iere wver a hundred yachts and
power boatswere moored for the weekendff the
east sidejust like Scotland Bayut without the noise.
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We left there after a few days of working on Passagemaker, swimming,
kayaking etc., and headed for Qa di Feola on the bigger island of Ponza.
Evidently we all have the same Cruising Gui#geause the little bay was

packed with yachts. Louise did a great job of threading Passagemaker through
them to a nice gap where we ancleat. But as always the wind changaad

| then next thing 33ons of Passagemaker waging to do unmentionable

things to the stern of a little 3 togacht withtwo guys from Rome on a one

week holidayThey were very nice about it buteahad to move of case as

they were there firstso we went round the headland and found a much bigger anchorage where
Passagemaker could swing to her h&dontent.

D2Ay3 oFO] G2 GKS (g2 3Fdeasz GKS& 020K g2NJ] SR F2N
working language is English. In our travels we have even found global companies whose main office is not in
the US or UK and yet they use English between all their offices spread out around the world. So it may be the

NAGFEAY QA 3INBI (S atpariakehtary democrady, SocazioNEhRindahips buyadanguage
that, compared with many, is easy to learn and provides a universal way of communicating.

This group of islandacludes Isola Ventotene wheri Roman timesseverd notable undesirables were

exiled Julia, daughter of Caesar Augustus; Nero, son of Germanicus; Qeiéviaf Nero;and Flavia, grand
daughter of Domitn. Julia, famous for her adulterous ways, was exiled her by her own father. Far from the
gossip of Rme she had a large and sumptuous villa built and entertained her lovers more or less in private.
Her second husband, Agrippa, a right hand man in Augustus campaigns, is thought to be the architect of the
tiny harbour hewn out of the solid rock. Octaviaetivife of Nero, was exiled on the island at the request of

his mistress Poppea Sabimaormation courtesy of “Italian Waters Pilot” by Rod Heikell, published by Imray.)

The hills were terraced with small stone walls to retain $boé; unlike the shoddy wawe plant in Trinidad
with noterracingso all the top soil washes downhill when it rains. You have to wonder why we even have a
Ministry of Agriculture in Trinidad when they fail to teach farmers the most basic rules of soil conservation.

It was in theBay of Naples anchored dffe island of Ischithat our
sense of security was shattered whemthe middle of the daylLouise
chased thredboysoff Passagemaker as they wegeing through our
lockers WeK | R uRdhed our éhghy so tley thought Passagemaker
had no one on board. Good job | Di@Neave gun otherwis@ow we
might have been answarg charges of use afnnecessaryorce.

At thelsle ofCapriwe were amazed to see sevelaluseswith their own
funicular railwayto get totheir garden and tahe sea &athe bottom of
the hill they were built on.When you are richyou are really rich.

All of these islands are very rugged, with occasional black volcanic sa
beaches and with very poor holding for the anch®everal time & were
up at 2 anre-anchoring as we were dragging onto some rocks. The
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problem is the sea floor is covered in a type of grass that resists the penetration of normal anchors so they ju
slide across the surfac&hese islands are relatively new extinct volcandis sides of the islands drop

almost straight into the sea so yameed at least 50 m (150 feet) of chain even when you are right neéketo
AaK2NB X ljdzAGS dzyt A1S GKS YdzOKSE YdzOK 2f RSNJ SEGAYy O
which have weathered over milliamore yearscreating lovely soft bea@s with gentle slopping anchorages

of 5to 10 metres.

Many of the islands have largaassef pumicestonewhich is easily carve&o if you are rich you carve a
tunnel and a sdircase so you can park your boat in a garagethed walk up to yar house.

On atotally unréated subjectX I0 Q&4 Fdzyyeé K2¢ ¢2NRa OFy oS GF1Sy 2d
rocker cover gasket on Big Bertha so | removed it and Louise cleaned the gasket surface and then carefully

FLILJX ASR I 0SIFR 2F aDFailSi Daittdkedt bdckkbSoyw and dréw itkidtadithe ¥ A Y
engine”. All Louise heard wa$ will take it below and screw it up” and she immediate saittion’t you dare ... |

just spent an hour fixing it.”

Back to ItalyX You learn so much when you travel. We anchored in a small bay by the tiny port on the island
of Volcano which is part of th&eolianislands. The island is tiny compared with Tobago and has just a fraction
of the population but they have a ferry service ery 30 minutes to the mainland and the other islands. So

how come we only have two ferries a day to Tobago? The answer is competition. The ferries are not
subsidised here and there are at least four firms competing for your business. Why are we soT&dwn

learn that competition works? | guess we always want to be a third world coufttieymost popular form of
transport between the island is by Hydrofoil or as wdeththemdBeetleBugs.
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The weather so far has been great. But we have had our scares. Like one morni
when we came on deck to see this whirl wind comoig way.Luckily itdissipated
before it reached udt was the same day we cruised along the coast of Italy and
the old hill top towns built for protection agast marauding pirates

But for al that was old in
Italy therewere alsomany
modern conveniencedike
thesesuperfastintercity
express trains.

One of the joys of cruising is you get a chance to read all those books you have been meaténg toe this
Y2y i K Q BustiReads S

1: South African Diane Mail K SY62@ASt Gt ASGSNYy Sttt X 5FdzZaAKGSNI 2F 9
born to a Dutch father and a native Hottentot mother at the time of the first white settleine South Africa
around 1650.

2: PaulRega® bookd 5 I dz3 K (1 S NJ £basedioik he tau@skogy of a young heroine who helped bring
peace to war torn Algeria during their fight for independence from the French. Many of you may know Paul
Regan better as Bernie Regarho was not only my best man when | married Louise but téub previously
spent manyyears in Trinidadeaching refrigeration of all things at San Fernando Tech.

3:4 / dzifor f ¥ A PyS\braham Verghesabout an identical twin born in Ethiopia to an Indian nun and an
Englishdoctors SNE Y2 @Ay 3 Xodtabtlelende 2 dzNJ Ky 1 & 2dz

Last month we published a photo of a yachtie friend helping us get
our new generator out to Passagemaker. Following several reguest
from our lady readers here is another photo of himt as you can
see he is well spoken fofhey are in fact none other than Dorothy
YR 5dzyOly GEKPIKR2KIWDS DHSSYy al A
boat they built themselvescalled Hundaafter a Scottish Island.

Their budget iF T $6,000 a month or US 800. (She is Scottish
.; after all)
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Next month .. Passagemakdreadsout of the Schengerzone to Croatia in the Adriatic Sea

Peter & Louise

Our voyages have been helped enormously by our sponsors and we are proud to mention them here.
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http://www.digicon.co.tt/
http://www.bosstrinidad.com/
http://www.peakeyachts.com/
http://www.peakeyachts.com/
http://www.ldgtt.com/
http://www.np.co.tt/
http://www.np.co.tt/
http://www.t-tissues.com/
http://www.sterlingins-tt.com/

